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LOUISIANA 
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Dianthus barbatus (Dianthus hybrid) 
•	 Recommended Use: Cool-season bedding plant, 

border plant, containers, cut flowers and bouquets 

•	 Exposure: Full sun  

•	 Size: 18 to 36 inches high, 10 to 12 inches wide  

•	 Habit: Upright  

•	 Bloom Time: Fall through early summer  

•	 Maintenance Category: Low  

•	 Water Use: Moderate  
•	 Highlights: This cold hardy plant provides a range 

of colors throughout the cool season. With above 
average heat tolerance, this plant can carry through 
early summer as well. This plant is great for cuttings.  

Amazon dianthus is an excellent flower for cut flower 
arrangements. LSU AgCenter file photo 

Summary 
Amazon dianthus is a cool-season perennial in the 

Louisiana climate. Well known for the dense, vivid blooms 
it provides, this plant offers excellent fall, winter and 
spring color to carry you through the cool season and is 
an especially excellent choice for the cutting garden.

The Amazon series was created by hybridizing Dianthus 
chinensis with Dianthus barbatus, creating a plant with larger 
blooms, taller stalks and more striking colors than typically 
observed in dianthus species. Like its relatives, Amazon 
dianthus is cold hardy to temperatures in the teens and is 
a reliable bloomer until midsummer. The best time to plant 
Amazon is between October and March when it is a bit 
cooler. Dianthus do not take kindly to being wet, so it is 
recommended to select a sunny to partly sunny location 
with adequate drainage. A container or raised bed planting is 
also common and provides heightened control over growing 
conditions. Flowering transplants can be readily found in 
nurseries throughout Louisiana as the fall approaches.

The habit of Amazon dianthus makes it an excellent 
flower for cut arrangements The foliage adds beautiful 
texture to landscapes and bouquets, with slender, dark green 
leaves forming on tall and upright stems that do not become 
leggy. Bunches of single, jagged-edged flowers almost create a 
canopy over the foliage. The palette of colors includes Neon 
Cherry, Neon Purple and Rose Magic. While the neon colors 
are especially intense, Rose Magic is unique in that flowers 
bloom white and slowly transform into an intense rosy color. 
All stages of color appear in each bloom cluster, creating a 
lovely variegated look. As the flowers fade, spent clusters 
should be removed to encourage repeat blooming.

Amazon dianthus has very few pest problems if proper 
cultural practices are employed. Crown rot can occur in 
soggy locations, so avoid over-irrigating. In summer, plants 
will begin to deteriorate and are best replaced with summer 
annuals. However, this plant is more heat tolerant than other 
dianthus and can last into May or June.
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Requirements
•	 Plant in a sunny to partly sunny location with good 

drainage. 

•	 Work organic matter into the upper 2 inches of soil 
before planting. 

•	 Dianthus likes neutral to slightly alkaline soil, around  
pH 7. Add dolomitic limestone if necessary. 

•	 Space plants 10 to 12 inches apart in slightly  
mounded beds. 

•	 Also suitable for container plantings. 

•	 Readily available in the fall as flowering transplants. 

•	 Plant from October to March when temperatures cool 
down a bit. 

Growth Habit
•	 Slender upright stems 18 to 36 inches tall, spreading up to 

10 to 12 inches wide. 

•	 Dark green, slender leaves give way to the bright, 
intense clusters of single flowers that cover the plant. 

Care and Maintenance
•	 Fertilize with all-purpose fertilizer every six to eight 

weeks.  

•	 Deadhead spent bloom clusters to encourage re-
blooming. 

•	 Cold hardy throughout Louisiana, greater heat 
tolerance than other dianthus.  

•	 Remove when they begin to succumb to heat in early to 
midsummer, or if wet soils create conditions for crown rot.

Amazon dianthus is cold hardy to temperatures in the 
teens. 

The Rose Magic color of Amazon dianthus is unique in 
that flowers bloom white and slowly transform into an 
intense rosy color. LSU AgCenter file photos 

For more information on Amazon dianthus and other Louisiana Super Plants, contact your local LSU AgCenter Extension 
office or visit LSUAgCenter.com/SuperPlants.
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