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Frogeye Leaf Spot Prevalent Again in 2015 

Trey Price, Assistant Professor, Macon Ridge Research Station 

 

Over the past few weeks, there have been many calls concerning frogeye leaf spot (FLS), the most 

prevalent foliar disease in the state at the moment.  It seems FLS is becoming an annual issue for 

Louisiana producers with this being the third year in a row that it has been a problem.  If you have a 

susceptible variety, you should be actively scouting for this disease.  Symptoms will appear in the 

upper half of the canopy as small chlorotic/necrotic spots with reddish margins (Photo 1).  Black/

gray fungal reproductive structures are often visible within the centers of lesions, particularly on the 

underside of the leaf.  In cases of moderate severity, lesions may coalesce to form larger affected 

areas (Photo 2).  In severe cases, frogeye leaf spot may cause significant defoliation resulting in yield 

loss and also affect petioles and pods. 

 

 

Photo 1.  Symptoms of frogeye leaf spot (FLS). 



 

Photo 2.  FLS lesions coalescing.  Approximately 18% disease severity (% of total area). 

 

Most stakeholders are concerned about FLS when they see only a few spots.  However, light infestations are not uncommon in resistant vari-

eties, so it is important to know the level of resistance.  By using ratings from LSU AgCenter official variety trials, you can determine what 

level of severity to expect with a given variety (www.lsuagcenter.com or www.louisianacrops.com).  If you have trouble finding this infor-

mation, contact your County Agent or nearest specialist for assistance. 

 

Rather than applying automatic applications, a reactionary approach is effective at managing FLS.  Scouting for FLS weekly is essential along 

with correct identification of the disease.  After FLS has been identified, accurate estimations of disease severity are important to determine 

if a fungicide application is warranted.  As a general guideline, soybeans may tolerate 20 and 30% leaf area loss at R5 and R6, respectively, 

without a significant yield loss.  A rating scale (Photo 3) is included to aid in severity determinations.  Prevailing environmental conditions 

also are factors to consider when making application decisions.  FLS prefers warm, humid conditions.  Even with the recent hot weather pat-

tern, high humidity and long dew periods at night will allow FLS to continue to develop.  Rainy conditions or overhead irrigation also may in-

crease severity.  If necessary, fungicides are available that are effective on FLS (Please see the fungicide efficacy table at the end of the arti-

cle for more information on FLS and other diseases.)  Fungicide applications will be more effective when applied by ground and a high water 

volume is used (15 GPA preferred).  Remember that we have determined that resistance to Group 11 fungicides is prevalent in the FLS path-

ogen population; therefore, it is unlikely that satisfactory FLS control will be achieved with these products when applied alone.    

 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com
http://www.louisianacrops.com


 
Photo 3.  FLS Rating Scale (% of total leaf area affected).  First version. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Entomology Update 

 

Sebe Brown and David Kerns: LSU AgCenter Entomologists 

 

Cotton: 

 

With the recent hot, dry weather settling over Louisiana, many of the state’s non-irrigated cotton is well over due for rain. With this, insect 

control becomes increasingly more important to help preserve existing fruit and limit insect injury.  Tarnished plant bug numbers are continu-

ing to increase as cotton begins to reach mid to peak bloom. Applications of broad spectrum insecticides such as acephate and pyrethroids 

should be avoided to help prevent infestations of spider mites.  No instances of abamectin failures have occurred in Louisiana this season, 

however; rates below 8 oz/acre may not give satisfactory control and sequential applications should be avoided.  

 

Cotton bollworm trap catches and reports of worm injury in the field have increased in the past weeks. 

During most years, the need to overspray Bt cotton for bollworm does not result in significantly higher yields. However, in years where worm 

pressure is consistently high the need to overspray is justified especially in Widestrike cotton.  

 

 

Soybeans 

 

Insect issues in soybeans still appear to be relatively minor across the Northern portion of Louisiana.  Scattered numbers of redbanded 

banded stink bugs as well as soybean loopers and corn earworms are beginning to develop in earlier planted fields. Many of these popula-

tions are below threshold and applications of pyrethroids for insects such as hoppers should be made judiciously to avoid elimination of nat-

ural enemies.   The threshold for redbanded stink bugs is 4 per 25 sweeps while the threshold for loopers is 150 worms in 100 sweeps and 

corn earworms is 38 worms in 100 sweeps.  

 

 

Grain Sorghum 

 

Sugarcane aphid populations have been detected in fields around much of Louisiana.  Treatments with currently labelled products are giving 

satisfactory control and many early planted fields required only one aphid application.  Late planted grain sorghum will need to be routinely 

scouted for infestations of sugarcane aphids. Later planted sorghum, as with most crops, is often plagued with greater insect pressure that 

persists the entire season.  The preliminary Louisiana threshold for sugarcane aphids is 50 aphids per leaf colonizing 20% of plants in a 

field. Drought stressed sorghum may be more susceptible to aphid injury and applications to control aphids should not be delayed.  

 

Furthermore, sorghum web worm, corn strain fall armyworm and corn earworm numbers are increasing in sorghum as well.  The use of a 

pyrethroid is strongly discouraged and often ineffective for controlling any insect in the headworm complex.   Prevathon, Belt or Intrepid edge 

are viable options that control sorghum head worms and will not flare aphids.  
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 8, Landscape Horticulture Field Day at the Hammond Research Station, Hammond. 

 

Oct. 15, Beef Cattle and Forage Field Day at the Dean Lee Research and Extension Center, Alexandria. 

 

Oct. 22-Nov. 8, AgMagic, an agricultural awareness exhibit for youth at the State Fair, Shreveport. 

 

For additional calendar information on LSU AgCenter Parish and Statewide events,  

visit our website at www.lsuagcenter.com/calendar  
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 P AR I S H  C O N TAC T  I N F O R M AT I O N  

 Parish  County Agent Phone  Email 
 Acadia    Barrett Courville   337-788-8821  bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Allen    Randall Bellon   337-639-4376  rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Ascension  Al Orgeron  225-562-2320  aorgeron@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Assumption  Rick Louque  985-369-6386  rlouque@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Avoyelles  Justin  Dufour  318-542-8045  jdufour@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Beauregard    Keith Hawkins  337-463-7006   khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Bossier   Ricky Kilpatrick  318-965-2326  rkilpatrick@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Caddo   John Terrell  318-226-6805  jterrell@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Calcasieu   James Meaux  337-475-8812  jmeaux@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Caldwell   Jim McCann  318-649-2663  jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Cameron   James Meaux  337-475-8812  jmeaux@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Catahoula  Lucas Stamper   318-744-5442  lstamper@agcenter.lsu.edu   

 Concordia  Kylie Miller   318-336-5315  kmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu  

 Desoto   Chuck Griffin  318-872-0533  cgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 East Carroll  Donna Lee  318-282-1292  drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Evangeline  Keith Fontenot  337-363-5646  kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Franklin   Carol Pinnell-Alison  318-267-6713  cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Grant   Donna Morgan  318-627-3675  dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Iberia    Blair Hebert   337-369-4441  bhebert@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Jeff Davis   Frances Guidry  337-824-1773  fguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Lafayette   Stan Dutile   337-291-7090  sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 LaSalle   Donna Morgan  318-992-2205  dmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Lafourche  Mike Herbert  985-413-1158  mherbert@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Madison   R.L. Frasier  318-267-6714  rfrasier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Morehouse  Terry Erwin  318-282-3615  terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Natchitoches  Donna Morgan  318-627-3675  dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Ouachita  Richard Letlow  318-282-2181  rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Pointe Coupee  Miles Brashier  225-281-9469  mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Rapides   Donna Morgan  318-613-9278  dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Red River  Robert Berry  318-932-4342  rmberry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richland   Keith Collins  318-355-0703  kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Charles   Rene’ Schmit   985-785-4473  rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. James   Mariah Simoneaux 985-513-4058  mjsimoneaux@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. John   Rene’ Schmit   985-497-3261  rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Landry  Vincent Deshotel  337-831-1635  vdeshotel@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Martin   Stuart Gauthier  337-332-2181  sgauthier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Mary   Jimmy Flanagan   337-828-4100  jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Tensas   Dennis Burns  318-267-6709  dburns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Terrebonne   Barton Joffrion  985-873-6495  bjoffrion@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Vermilion   Andrew Granger   337-898-4335  agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 West  Baton Rouge  Stephen Borel   225-281-9474  sborel@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 West  Carroll  Bruce Garner  318-331-9481  bgarner@agcenter.lsu.edu 

  West  Feliciana  Andre’ Brock  225-635-3614  abrock@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Specialists  

Specialty Responsibilities Name Phone Email 

Soybean  Soybean Ron Levy 318-542-8857 (cell) rlevy@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cotton , Corn Cotton, Corn Dan Fromme 318-880-8079 (cell) dfromme@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Weeds  
Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Cotton. Soybeans 

Daniel Stephenson 318-308-7225 (cell) dstephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Asst. Integrated Pest 
Management, Northeast 

Cotton, Corn, Soybean, 
Grain Sorghum 

Sebe Brown 318-498-1283 (cell) sbrown@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology  
Cotton, Corn, Soybean,  
Grain Sorghum 

David Kerns 318-439-4844 (cell) dkerns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology  
Soybean, Corn, Grain 
Sorghum, Sugarcane  

Beuzelin, Julien  337-501-7087 (cell)  JBeuzelin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nematodes  All agronomic crops Charlie Overstreet 225-578-2186 coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology  
Soybean, Corn, Grain 
Sorghum ,Cotton, Wheat 

Trey Price 318-2359805(cell) pprice@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology  
Soybean, Corn, Grain 
Sorghum  

Clayton Hollier 225-578-1464 chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Irrigation 
Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Cotton. Soybeans 

Stacia Davis 904-891-1103 sdavis@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ag Economics and  

Agribusiness 

Soybean, Cotton, and 
Feed Grain  

marketing 

Kurt Guidry 225-578-3282 kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Fertility  All agronomic crops Beatrix Haggard 318-498-2967(cell) bhaggard@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Sorghum All agronomic crops Josh Lofton 318-498-1934 (cell) jlofton@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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We’re on the Web. 
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops 
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