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Performance of Soybeans in Louisiana, 2015 
 

Performance of soybeans are annually evaluated by Louisi-
ana Agricultural Experiment Station (LAES) researchers in 
Official Variety Trials (OVT’s). The purpose of these trials is to 
provide to Louisiana growers, seedsmen, county agents of 
the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service (LCES), and 
other interested individuals and organizations with unbiased 
performance data for commercial soybean varieties submit-
ted for evaluation by private agencies. The cooperating LAES 
units in 2015 were: Dean Lee Research Station, Alexandria; 
Red River Research Station, Bossier City; Northeast Re-
search Station, St. Joseph; and Macon Ridge Research Sta-
tion, Winnsboro; Rice Research Station, Crowley; Iberia Re-
search Station, Jeanerette; and Central Research Station, 
Baton Rouge. The LCES also conducted on-farm core block 
trials in 2015 evaluating soy-
beans on farms around the 
state. Results from these tri-
als and the OVT’s provide 
information to the grower to 
help in hybrid selection.   
 
Preliminary data is included 
below for all OVT soybeans 
that have been harvested.  
Other preliminary data re-
sults will be available in the 
next few weeks. 
 
The coefficient of variation 
(CV) reflects the magnitude 
of experimental error 
(random variation not ac-
counted for by variety and 
replications) in relation to the trial mean. A high CV means 
that relative differences among hybrids were not consistent 
among replications, which reduces the precision of a test.    









2015 Soybean Re-Cap and Disease Update 

 

Trey Price, Assistant Professor, Macon Ridge Research Station 

Clayton Hollier, Professor, Department of Plant Pathology 

Ronnie Levy, Associate Professor& Soybean Specialist, Dean Lee Research Station 

 

For the third year in a row, frogeye leaf spot (FLS) has been one of the most prevalent soybean diseases in the 

state.  This is mostly due to the planting of susceptible varieties on large acreages.  Frogeye leaf spot, at vary-

ing levels, can probably be found in every remaining field.  Symptoms appear as small, circular chlorotic le-

sions with reddish to purple margins appearing on leaflets during reproductive stages (usually R4-R5) in the 

upper half of the canopy.  If disease becomes severe, chlorotic/necrotic hot spots will develop in the field re-

sulting in premature defoliation.  The disease also may develop on pods, petioles, and stems if heavy infection 

has occurred.  FLS will progress slowly, but steadily, during periods of hot and dry weather.  Faster disease 

progression should be expected during rainy conditions.   

 

FLS infection may require fungicide applications for management depending on disease severity, crop stage, 

and prevailing environmental conditions.  It is important to keep in mind that soybeans can tolerate a consider-

able amount of leaf area loss before a significant yield loss is realized (A good rule of thumb is 20% and 30% 

at R5 and R6, respectively).  If you have a susceptible variety, scouting is key for management.  Instead of 

making a fungicide application at the first sign of disease, a reactionary approach should be implemented.  If 

FLS is relatively light, mark leaflets in the field using spray paint or flagging then estimate disease severity 

(please see the rating scale from the July issue of this newsletter).  Come back a week later and estimate dis-

ease severity on the same leaflets.  If an application is not warranted, give it another week, and so on.  You 

may be able to avoid or reduce the number of fungicide applications for management using this tactic.  If an 

application is deemed necessary, there are many triazole fungicides available that are effective at slowing dis-

ease development and preserving yield.  Some triazoles may be more effective than others, so contact your 

nearest specialist for more information.   

 

Resistant varieties often will develop very light, insignificant levels of FLS.  Therefore, fungicide applications 

are not necessary in these situations, making it extremely important to document and remember which variety 

was planted and where each variety was planted.  THIS CAN SAVE YOUR OPERATION MONEY.  Fun-

gicides are not cheap, and choosing resistant varieties can be a cost-effective management strategy.  Every 

year, LSU AgCenter scientists plant soybean variety trials, and these trials are rated for naturally-occurring 

diseases in many locations throughout the state.  When choosing varieties, be sure to use official variety trial 

results from the location nearest your farm.  Preliminary results of LSU AgCenter OVT disease ratings are 

included in this newsletter. 

 

Cercospora leaf blight (CLB) also is an annual problem in Louisiana and seems to be more prevalent this year 

than in 2014.  Symptoms first appear near R5 as reddening or purpling of petioles with leaves in the upper 

portion of the canopy displaying a leathery appearance quickly followed by bronzing or purpling.  Severe in-

fections may result in defoliation of plants beginning at the top of the canopy progressing downward.  Other 

issues that may be mistaken for CLB include:  alfalfa hopper damage, dectes stem borer damage, environmen-

tal stresses, natural varietal characteristics, natural senescence, nutrient imbalance, or herbicide damage. 

 



Unfortunately, there are currently no fungicides that are consistently effective on CLB.  Varieties that are 

planted earlier seem to escape or have low CLB levels.  Some varieties may be somewhat tolerant in a given 

area; therefore, choosing varieties based on ratings nearest your farm is very important. 

 

Soybean rust has been found at low levels on soybean in East Baton Rouge, Iberia, Lafourche, Rapides, Terre-

bonne, and Washington parishes in the state.  The disease will first appear in the lower canopy as tan to red-

dish  angular lesions.  Lesions also may appear on pods, petioles, and stems.  Closer inspection of the under-

side of leaflets with a hand lens will reveal spores produced by the pathogen.  Soybean rust may be easily con-

fused with bacterial pustule.   

 

Since the disease has arrived late this growing season, progression to damaging levels is unlikely.  However, 

late-planted soybean should be monitored for infection.  There are many fungicides available for managing 

soybean rust if applications become necessary. 

 

For more information, please do not hesitate to contact your nearest county agent, specialist, or research sta-

tion.    

      















 

Below are other links that have good cover crop information: 

 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) as well as Conservation Stewardship Program 

(CStP): 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/la/programs/financial/eqip/ 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/la/programs/financial/csp/ 

 

 

Planting Rates for Louisiana by MLRA: 

 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/LA/PLANTMATERIALSTECHNICALNOTENO1.pdf 

 

Statewide cost list for FY 2015.  HU = Historically Underserved.   

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1269568&ext=pdf 

 

Conservation Update publication articles: 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd395809&ext=pdf 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1258847&ext=pdf 

 

NRCS Louisiana Cover Crop Standard: 

 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/LA/340CoverCropStandard.pdf 

 

NRCS Louisiana Cover Crop Specifications: 

 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/LA/CoverCropSpecifications_022315.pdf 

 

The next two pages are an example of the information in the above link. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/la/programs/financial/eqip/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/la/programs/financial/csp/
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/LA/PLANTMATERIALSTECHNICALNOTENO1.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1269568&ext=pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd395809&ext=pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=stelprdb1258847&ext=pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/LA/340CoverCropStandard.pdf
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/LA/CoverCropSpecifications_022315.pdf
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 

 

 

Oct. 8, Landscape Horticulture Field Day at the Hammond Research Station, 

Hammond. 

 

Oct. 8, Beef Cattle and Forage Field Day at the Dean Lee Research and Exten-
sion Center, Alexandria. 

 

Oct. 22-Nov. 8, AgMagic, an agricultural awareness exhibit for youth at the State Fair, Shreveport. 

 

November 9-10th, LAIA Annual Convention: Crowne Plaza Hotel, Baton Rouge  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For additional calendar information on LSU AgCenter Parish and Statewide events,  

visit our website at www.lsuagcenter.com/calendar  
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 P AR I S H  C O N TAC T  I N F O R M AT I O N  

 Parish  County Agent Phone  Email 
 Acadia    Barrett Courville   337-788-8821  bcourville@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Allen    Randall Bellon   337-639-4376  rbellon@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Ascension  Al Orgeron  225-562-2320  aorgeron@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Assumption  Rick Louque  985-369-6386  rlouque@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Avoyelles  Justin  Dufour  318-542-8045  jdufour@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Beauregard    Keith Hawkins  337-463-7006   khawkins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Bossier   Ricky Kilpatrick  318-965-2326  rkilpatrick@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Caddo   John Terrell  318-226-6805  jterrell@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Calcasieu   James Meaux  337-475-8812  jmeaux@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Caldwell   Jim McCann  318-649-2663  jmccann@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Cameron   James Meaux  337-475-8812  jmeaux@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Catahoula  Lucas Stamper   318-744-5442  lstamper@agcenter.lsu.edu   

 Concordia  Kylie Miller   318-336-5315  kmiller@agcenter.lsu.edu  

 Desoto   Chuck Griffin  318-872-0533  cgriffin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 East Carroll  Donna Lee  318-282-1292  drlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Evangeline  Keith Fontenot  337-363-5646  kfontenot@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Franklin   Carol Pinnell-Alison  318-267-6713  cpinnell-alison@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Grant   Donna Morgan  318-627-3675  dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Iberia    Blair Hebert   337-369-4441  bhebert@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Jeff Davis   Frances Guidry  337-824-1773  fguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Lafayette   Stan Dutile   337-291-7090  sdutile@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 LaSalle   Donna Morgan  318-992-2205  dmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Lafourche  Mike Herbert  985-413-1158  mherbert@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Madison   R.L. Frasier  318-267-6714  rfrasier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Morehouse  Terry Erwin  318-282-3615  terwin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Natchitoches  Donna Morgan  318-627-3675  dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Ouachita  Richard Letlow  318-282-2181  rletlow@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Pointe Coupee  Miles Brashier  225-281-9469  mbrashier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Rapides   Donna Morgan  318-613-9278  dsmorgan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Red River  Robert Berry  318-932-4342  rmberry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Richland   Keith Collins  318-355-0703  kcollins@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Charles   Rene’ Schmit   985-785-4473  rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. James   Mariah Simoneaux 985-513-4058  mjsimoneaux@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. John   Rene’ Schmit   985-497-3261  rschmit@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Landry  Vincent Deshotel  337-831-1635  vdeshotel@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Martin   Stuart Gauthier  337-332-2181  sgauthier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 St. Mary   Jimmy Flanagan   337-828-4100  jflanagan@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Tensas   Dennis Burns  318-267-6709  dburns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Terrebonne   Barton Joffrion  985-873-6495  bjoffrion@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 Vermilion   Andrew Granger   337-898-4335  agranger@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 West  Baton Rouge  Stephen Borel   225-281-9474  sborel@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 West  Carroll  Bruce Garner  318-331-9481  bgarner@agcenter.lsu.edu 

  West  Feliciana  Andre’ Brock  225-635-3614  abrock@agcenter.lsu.edu 
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Specialists  

Specialty Responsibilities Name Phone Email 

Soybean  Soybean Ron Levy 318-542-8857 (cell) rlevy@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Cotton , Corn,  Sorghum Cotton, Corn,  Sorghum Dan Fromme 318-880-8079 (cell) dfromme@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Weeds  
Corn, Grain Sorghum, 
Cotton. Soybeans 

Daniel Stephenson 318-308-7225 (cell) dstephenson@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Asst. Integrated Pest 
Management, Northeast 

Cotton, Corn, Soybean, 
Grain Sorghum 

Sebe Brown 318-498-1283 (cell) sbrown@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology  
Cotton, Corn, Soybean,  
Grain Sorghum 

David Kerns 318-439-4844 (cell) dkerns@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Entomology  Soybean, Corn, Grain Beuzelin, Julien  337-501-7087 (cell)  JBeuzelin@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Nematodes  All agronomic crops Charlie Overstreet 225-578-2186 coverstreet@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology  
Soybean, Corn, Grain 
Sorghum ,Cotton, Wheat 

Trey Price 318-2359805(cell) pprice@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Pathology  
Soybean, Corn, Grain 
Sorghum  

Clayton Hollier 225-578-1464 chollier@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Irrigation Corn, Grain Sorghum, Stacia Davis 904-891-1103 sdavis@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Ag Economics and  

Agribusiness 

Soybean, Cotton, and 
Feed Grain  

Kurt Guidry 225-578-3282 kmguidry@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Fertility  All agronomic crops    

Wheat Wheat Boyd Padgett 318-614-4354 (cell) bpadgett@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Louisiana Crops Newsletter created and distributed by: 

Dr. Ronnie Levy 
 

Dean Lee Research Station 

8105 Tom Bowman Drive 

Alexandria, LA 71302 
 

Phone: 318-427-4424 

Fax:318-473-6503 
 

We’re on the Web. 
www.lsuagcenter.com/en/crops_livestock/crops 

http://louisianacrops.com 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, William B Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center 

Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station 
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LSU College of Agriculture  
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