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Outputs:

Information generated by this research project was disseminated through four refereed publications, eight other
articles, two presentations at professional conferences, and six presentations at clientele meetings.

Outcomes/impacts:

Economic evaluation of field studies was conducted near Crowley, Louisiana, to evaluate the addition of
different propanil formulations in mixture with a standard imazethapyr program. Weeds included red rice,
barnyardgrass, Texasweed, and alligatorweed. Rough rice yield and economic returns were maximized when
the propanil formulations of Propanil 1 or Propanil 3 were mixed with imazethapyr in early postemergence
applications. The addition of propanil to imazethapyr increased rough rice yield and economic returns because
of improved weed control. Rice enterprise production cost budget projections for 2011 were developed for
alternative rice production systems in Louisiana. Rice production costs were estimated for the following types of
rice production systems: water planted, drill planted, conventional variety, Clearfield variety, hybrid variety,
conventional tillage, stale seedbed, in rotation, and fallow land. The base yield level for Southwest Louisiana
was 65.0 cwt per acre for water- and drill-planted rice. Variable production costs ranged from $9.84 to $10.78
per cwt for water-planted and drill-planted rice production systems with a base yield level of 65.0 cwt per acre.
Cost differences were influenced by use of conventional or herbicide-resistant variety, conventional versus stale
seedbed tillage system, and rice production in rotation or on fallow land. Total projected rice production costs for
2011 ranged from $9.88 to $12.03 per cwt for water-planted rice and from $9.69 to $11.06 per cwt for drill-
planted rice at the base yield level of 65.0 cwt per acre. An economic evaluation of farm bill commodity
recommendations to the Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction were evaluated for rice and other major
row crops in the state. Commodity income support programs were compared relative to income protection over
time for a variety of shallow loss income suppport programs as well as commodity programs with fixed reference
prices. These commodities were not all in the same economic situation regarding price, yield and production
cost risk. No single program worked well for every major commaodity.
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Participants:

M.E. Salassi (P1), E. Webster, M. Deliberto, T. Carison, LSU AgCenter.

Target Audiences:

Targer audiences for the results of this research project include rice producers and other segments of the rice
production sector in Louisiana.

Project Modifications:

Nothing significant to report during this reporting period.
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