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Outputs:

Project results were disseminated in the form of (1) publications: four peer-reviewed journal articles, five peer-
reviewed abstracts, and seven papers in other outlets; and (2) presentations: eight presentations at professional
meetings and one presentation to a clientele group. Some specific outputs include cost and returns estimates
for Louisiana livestock and aquaculture production, estimates of drivers of increased crawfish production costs,
determination of drivers of crawfish producer marketing decisions, and determination of economies of scale and
efficiency drivers in the U.S. dairy industry.

Outcomes/impacts:

For the crawfish cost of production study, fuel and fertilizer inputs have been the major drivers of increased
costs of crawfish production over the past 20 years, with the implication that these inputs have also driven the
price of crawfish higher, deeming it less competitive with crawfish production in China. Research on Louisiana
crawfish farmer adoption of alternative marketing systems and best management practices showed the impact
of farm type on adoption, with implications for extension personnel in targeting educational systems to enhance
crawfish farmer revenues, as well as inform them of government programs, such as EQIP, that can assist them
with adoption costs. Research on the impact of off-farm employment and reasons for farming on farm enterprise
selection showed a significant positive relationship between off-farm employment, farming for reasons other
than profit, and the enterprise selection. These results enhance research and extension personnel
understanding of the dynamics of enterprise selection, providing greater insight into why encouraging
technology transfer can be challenging for some enterprises more than others. Further research on rotational
grazing in cow-calf production showed more favorable profitability results than previously found in this study.
Continued research results on dairy competitiveness showed the strong relationship between competitiveness
and farm size.
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Participants:

J.M. Gillespie (Pl), LSU AgCenter.

Target Audiences:

Louisiana animal and aquaculture industries.
Project Modifications:

Nothing significant to report during this reporting period.
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