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Goals/Objectives/Expected Outputs

Objectives of the proposed study are: 1. to elicit and measure consumers' beliefs and attitudes regarding
sustainability, health, safety, wellness and exercise, and their effects on U.S. consumption and willingness to
pay (WTP) for selected local, whole and functional foods; and, 2. to analyze the effects of trends in consumers
preferences on demand for locally sourced foods produced by Louisiana's core agricultural and seafood
industries. Specific outputs of the proposed project include publications that analyze and report changing
consumer beliefs and attitudes toward local foods, and linkages to availability, cost, health and wellness of
Louisiana citizens and profitability of Louisiana agricultural and seafood industries. Expected research outlets
include Departmental and Experiment Station publications, peer reviewed journals, popular press publications,
and presentations to industry and researchers at professional conferences.

Methods

The objectives of the proposed project will be achieved by using both secondary and primary data. Selected
secondary economic data will be analyzed by employing standard econometric tools for analyzing food demand.
The proposed project will also utilize consumer surveys (i.e., primary data) in combination with choice based
experiments and conjoint analysis to test hypotheses regarding the effects of food prices, incomes, health risks,
and consumers' knowledge, beliefs and attitudes regarding nutrition, diet, exercise and demand for local, whole
and functional foods.

23. Non-Technical Summary

The proposed study will utilize economic and market analysis to measure the effects of consumer attitudes and
beliefs regarding health, wellness, safety and other aspects of food, and their linkages to the demand for local
and functional foods produced by Louisianas core agricultural and seafood industries. The proposed project will
assist in lowering barriers that many farmers and local food processors face in marketing local whole and
functional foods. The lack of market information for moving local foods into mainstream markets remains a
problem for many farmers and processors.
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